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Introduction 



Indeed, all praise is for Allah; we praise Him, repent to Him, 
and seek His forgiveness and help. We seek refuge in Allah from 
the evil of our own selves and of our wicked deeds. Whomsoever 
Allah guides, none can lead astray; and whomsoever Allah leads 
astray, none can guide. And I bear witness that none has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah alone, and He has no partner; and 
I bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad is His slave and 
Messenger. 




O you who believe! Fear Allah ($|) (by doing all that He has 
ordered and by abstaining from all that He has forbidden) as 
He should be feared. [Obey Him, be thankful to Him, and 
remember Him always], and die not except in the state of 
Islam (as Muslims) with complete submission to Allah ($$). 
(Quran 3:102) 
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O mankind be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a 
single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his 
wife [HawWa (Eve)], and from them both He created many 
men and women and fear Allah (jjjg) through Whom you 
demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the relations 
of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah (9g) is Ever and All 
Watcher over you. (Qur'an 4:1) 

- . >/ s ***** > >y ys s ' , 




O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah ($g) and fear 
Him, and speak (always) the truth. He will direct you to do 
righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins. And 
whosoever obeys Allah ($g) and His Messenger he has 
indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e. he will be saved 
from the Hell-fire and made to enter Paradise), (Qur'an 33: 
70,71) 

Indeed, the most truthful speech is Allah's Book, and the best 
guidance is that of Muhammad (#|). The most evil of affairs are 
newly invented ones (in the Religion), for every newly invented 
practice is an innovation (bid' ah), every innovation is misguidance, 
and every misguidance is in the Fire. 

Allah ($t) has guided me to write this brief discourse on, 
The Calamity of the Prophet's Death, and its Effects on the Muslim 
Nation. I ask Allah ($g) by His grace and favour to make many 
people benefit from this work and to make that benefit great. 

It is strange indeed that many students of knowledge and callers 
to Allah are unaware of the great calamity that is the Prophet's 
death, especially considering that he (§|i) himself pointed that out 
to us when he (#|) said, 
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"If one of you is afflicted with a calamity, then let him 
remember his calamity by me (i.e., by my death), for it is 
indeed the greatest of calamities." 

The fact that we must be patient when disaster befalls us is not 
the only benefit we derive from this hadith; rather, the hadith is 
replete with many profound meanings, for it points out why man 
lives in darkness and at the same time shows him that safety and 
success lie in following the way of the Prophet 

The death of every great man has its effects on those who revere 
him. The effects of the Prophet's death are not limited to the 
Companions only, but extend to the entire Muslim Nation. 

We must reflect on how the Prophet's death affected the 
individual and the Nation; perhaps, such a process of reflection 
might be the first step to changing our painful, present situation 
into one that is better and more dignified. 

In this brief work, I have not dealt with all of the aspects of the 
Prophet's death — what occurred before and after, his sickness, or 
his last moments. I have instead chosen to limit the scope of this 
study to the effects of the Prophet's death on the Muslim Nation. 

I ask Allah to accept this work of mine as well as the rest 
of my deeds; and I ask Him to benefit me and my brothers by this 
work 
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The Death of the Messenger of Allah 
(til) is the Greatest of Afflictions 

Ibn 'Abbas (4fc>) and Saabit Al-Jumahee (^fe) both related that 
the Prophet (Hi) said, 

"If one of you is afflicted with a calamity, then let him 
remember his calamity by me (i.e., by my death); for indeed, 
it is the greatest of calamities." 1 

It becomes clear to us from this hadith that the death of the 
Prophet (#|) is the greatest disaster that has occurred or will occur 
to the Muslim Nation. The Messenger of Allah .(3g§) requests 
that when we remember our calamities or afflictions, we should 
remember his death and his parting as well, a reflective process 
through which our other disasters will become insignificant in 
comparison. 

Whenever we lost any of our relatives or loved-ones, we are sure 
to have felt the pain of parting and the anxiety of the farewell. The 
question now is this: Have we had any such feelings or sentiments 
when we contemplate the death of the Prophet (jg). 

What would happen if a man were to lose his entire family; 
his heart would ache and bleed while his tears would pour forth 



1 Related by Ibn Sa'd, al-Darimi, and others; through other narrations that 
attest to it, it is authentic, as mentioned in al-Sahihah (106) 
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profusely. He marries after a period, and after many years pass, 
one of his sons dies. What is his sadness and pain if compared to 
the first calamity; is not the new affliction less painful in degree? 
And with that perspective — i.e., by remembering the death of 
the Prophet - we should console ourselves whenever we are 
afflicted with a hardship. 

The Messenger of Allah is addressing us, saying, 

"O people, let any person — or any believer - who has been 
afflicted with a calamity remember his calamity by me and 
hence find solace in hjs calamity by any other person [or 
occurrence], for no one from my Nation will be afflicted by 
a calamity after me that is more severe upon him than my 
calamity," 2 

The Prophet's words, 'find solace' are indeed curative and 
healing words that are like medicine for the heart. What would 
happen if one were to lose his beloved parents in a car accident? 
Would not the effects of that calamity remain in his heart for the 
rest of his life? And what would happen if he lost his mother, wife, 
or son? Why is it that we feel nothing, yet we have been afflicted 
with the loss of the Prophet (#|) ? It is a calamity that outweighs all 
others when we contemplate the Prophet's statement: 



Related by Ibn Majah, and narrated by A'ishah (jjgjk) in Sahifi Sunan Ibn 
Majah (No. 1300). 
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"One of you does not believe until I am more beloved to him 
than his child, his father, and all people," 3 

When we consider the hadith before this one, it is as if this 
hadith means: Not one of you believes until my death becomes 
a greater calamity for him than losing his son, his father, and all 
people. 

By Allah, where are these feelings and sentiments? Yet they are 
the feelings and sentiments of the true believer. 

Have you lost your mother? And if so, when you were weeping 
immediately after her death, did you remember that she took you 
out of the darkness of her stomach to the light of the world, after 
which she cared for you and raised you? Through the message of 
the Messenger of Allah (|§§), Allah ($g) has taken you out of the 
darkness of misguidance and has brought you into the light of 
guidance and Tawhid (Islamic Monotheism), and because of that 
guidance — by the will of Allah — you are saved from eternity 
in the Hellfire. But does the same hold true for your mother's 
favours: are you saved from eternity in the Hellfire because of the 
milk she fed you or because of her kindness and care? 

By Allah, in a single day, had I lost 1000 mothers, each equal 
in kindness and love to my mother, it is not befitting for me to be 
more sad on account of their loss than the sadness required from 
me over the death of the Messenger of Allah (jjjl). 

Have you lost your son? Do you not quickly burst into tears 
when you remember his help, dutifulness, and love? No matter 
what level these matters reach, they do not reach the level of what 
the Prophet conferred upon us. What he left for us will - by 



3 Bukhari (15); Muslim (44) 
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the help of Allah ($g) — make us enter Paradise, whose width is 
equal to the heavens and the earth, a place of eternity and eternal 
bliss. 

We are given pleasure by the help of our children and by 
their love, yet the years pass and fade away; however, the bliss 
of Paradise knows no end. Does not the Messenger of Allah (3f|) 
deserve from us that we should be sadder over his death than over 
the death of anyone else; that we should remember him more 
than we remember anyone else we have lost^ in terms of children, 
parents, and other loved ones? 
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The Prophet Contributed and 
Left Behind More Good than did any 
Relative or Loved One 



No matter how much love, care, or generosity we have received 
from a loved one or a relative, it does not even bear to be compared 
to the wonderful love, compassion, and care of the Prophet (0X 
for he (3§|) has shown us the way to achieving happiness and all 
that is good, while he has warned us away from all paths of evil and 
loss, whether it be regarding this world or the next. Who from our 
relatives, friends, or loved ones has made a similar contribution? 
Keep this in mind, and it will help you to truly feel the tragedy 
of losing the Prophet (^). To further appreciate the significance 
of the Prophet's guidance and lasting legacy, consider these 
questions: 

What if you entered the Hellfire? 

What if you were deprived of Paradise? 

What if you are punished in the grave? 

Who provides benefit to you? And what will save you 
from all of the above? 
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The Sentiments of the 
Companions (<&») When the 
Prophet (m) Died 



The reaction of the Companions regarding the Prophet' s death 
is another affair altogether: 



consciousness, he said, 'Has the prayer arrived?' They said, 
'Yes.' Then he said, 'Order Bilal to perform the call to prayer, 
and order Abu Bakr to pray with the people (i.e., to lead the 
people in prayer).' 



Then again, he lost consciousness; when he was revived, he 
said, 'Has the prayer arrived?' They said, 'Yes.' He (3§g) said, 
'Order Bilal to make the call to prayer, and order Abu Bakr to 
pray with the people.' 'A'ishah (tssjjb) said, 'My father is indeed 
a man who is quick to become sad and to cry; if he stands 






in that position, he cries, and he is not able. Would that you 
ordered someone else.' 

cOi^Ji :JUi .tjlili je ;JU 

- oU^ij-^ j\ - J^'li J-^jii j& ^ 

He again lost consciousness, and when he revived this time, 
he said, 'Order Bilal to make the call to prayer, and order Abu 
Bakr to pray with the people, for indeed, you women are the 
companions of Yusuf.' 4 

c its.* 

So Bilal (4fe) was ordered to make the call to prayer and he 
did so, and Abu Bala- was ordered to lead the people in 
prayer, and he did so, Then the Prophet found some 
energy, and he said, 'Find someone for me upon whom 
I may lean.' Ban rah and another man came, and he 
leaned upon them. 5 When Abu Bakr saw him, he began 
to move back so that the Prophet (jS§) could take his place, 
but the Prophet signalled to him that he should remain 
firm in his place until Abu Bakr (<^>) completed his prayer. 



4 They are like the companions of Yusuf in that they display outwardly 
that which is opposite to what is in their inside. 'A'ishah (^) said her 
statement so that people wouldn't be pessimistic about her father, an 
explanation that is related in Bukhari and Muslim. 

5 Our Shaykh — may Allah have mercy on him - said, 'He went out, leaning 
on 'Abbas (4&>) and another man, who was 'Ali ibn Abi Talib It is said 
that the two men were 'Abbas ($k>) and his son, Fadl It is understood 
from the different narrations that the Prophet (iH) went out on numerous 
occasions in this manner. 
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? e. fi s * N * *" 

.((IJla (3§|) &\ J^-j 01 jTJLi 

Then the Messenger of Allah died, yet TJmar said, 
'By Allah^ if anyone mentions that the Messenger of Allah 
has died, I will strike him with this sword of mine.' 

c^Ul viJL^U caJLJ jl t^jxSt ^Ul 0l5"j :Jli 

( 3§|) ^ J j—j 01 j^Ju ^jH V : J^j ji :cJL5 

The people were illiterate: never before Muhammad (#|) 
was there a Prophet among them. The people desisted [from 
any action] and said, *0 Salim, go to the Messenger of Allah's 
companion and call him.' So I went to Abu Bakr while 
he was in the Mosque. As I approached him, I was crying in 
bewilderment. When he saw me, he said, 'Did the Messenger 
of Allah (jg) die?' I said, Indeed, 'Umar {&>) says: If I hear 
anyone mention that the Messenger of Allah (3§|) died, I will 
strike him with this sword of mine.' 

fi C £ S 

^ j j& il3$> : JUi cajl. j Up ^^1 ^ *Ui 

Abu Bakr (^jfe) then said to me, 'Proceed,' and so I proceeded 
with him until he reached the people, who had entered upon 
the Messenger of Allah (#|). He said, 'O people! Make 
way for me.' They made way for him until he bent down to 
the Prophet and touched him; he then said: 
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Verily, you (O Muhammad will die and verily, they (too) 
will die. (Quran 39:30) 

The people said, 'O companion of the Messenger of Allah (3§D, has 
the Messenger of Allah died?' He answered, Tes.' And 
they knew that he had spoken the truth. 

?< M) & Jj-j <> JL4 !( *K) ^ J^j \t :» ^ 

They said, 'O companion of the Messenger of Allah! Is the 
Messenger of Allah (j||) to be prayed upon?' He said, 
'Yes.' 'And how?' They asked. He replied, 'A group enters 
to magnify Allah, pray to Him, and invoke him. Then they 
leave, after which another group enters, who magnify Allah, 
pray to Him, and invoke Him, after which they leave. . .' 

KM) & J>-j KM) ^ tlj^j v^ 1 ^ W :t ^315 

^ jj aJ Jh\ ja& ^JUl ol£i! <j : Jli ?jjt rl^lli : Jli 
Jii of l^_*J_*i .^ T ,.;Jg oL^L* j jj Ja-j-Lj <&l OLi 

... ^jj aJLUu jl ^1 ^ 

The people asked, 'O companion of the Messenger of Allah! 
Is the Messenger of Allah to be buried?' He said, 'Yes.' 
They said, 'Where?' He answered, 'In the same place that 
Allah took his soul, for indeed, Allah did not take his soul 
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except in a good and pure place.' And they knew that he had 
spoken the truth. Then he ordered the offspring from the 
Prophet's father's side to wash him 6 ... 7 



Umar said, "By Allah, if I hear anyone mention that the 
Messenger of Allah has died, I will strike him with this sword 
of mine!" 

Why would 'Umar threaten others with his sword, if not 
because of h is great love of the Messenger of Allah (i§;). He loved 
the Messenger of Allah (^) more than he loved his own self, his 
son, his wife, his wealth, and all of mankind. His reaction when 
he heard someone say, "The Messenger of Allah (^) has died," is 
completely understandable. 

As for the rest of the Companions, they refrained from 
speaking. Because there never was a Prophet among them before 
the Messenger of Allah they knew not what to do. But Abu 
Bakr who went to the Prophet (3|§) and touched him, recited: 



Verily, you (O Muhammad (3l§) will die and verily, they (too) 
will die. (Qur an 39:30) 

His recitation here points to his profound understanding of 
the Noble Quran; he understood from this verse that death is 
inevitable - even for the Prophet (#|). The rest of the companions 



6 In Al-Shamail) Our Shaykh - may Allah have mercy on him - said, 'i.e., his 

male inheriting relatives. And so All (<^>) washed him. Al-Fadl ibn Abbas 
(*&>), Usamah (^fe), and Shaqran (the freed slave of the Messenger of Allah 
(M)) would pass the water on to 'Ali 

7 The entire narration is related by Al-Tirmidhi in Al-Shamaii; by Ibn Majah 

in Al-Salah (The chapter on the Messenger of Allah's prayer during his 
sickness); by Al-Tabarani, in Al-Kabtr; part of it by al-Bukhari, in his 
Sahtk; and part of it by Al-Nisa'i. It is also related in Mu^htasir Al-Shamail 




(333). 
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were so shocked that they passed through a phase of denial, and no 
wonder, for the one they lost was the Messenger of Allah (5^). 

How many times have we heard of people who fell unconscious 
upon hearing the news of their child's death; for some, the shock 
led to a stroke, causing them to die instantly; others Lost their mind 
or suffered from some dangerous sickness. 

"The people said, e Q companion of the Messenger of Allah ($11), has 
the Messenger of Allah (3H) died?' He answered, 'Yes.' And they 
knew that he had spoken the truth." It was at this point that the 
Companions calmed down, knowing that the Messenger of Allah 
(3§i) had indeed died. 

oU (jjS\ ^\ ol5" JS" Lpj» *U?i ^Jli 

^JbSlI (#|) ^ ^ J ^ J^^^ ^ 

Anas related, 

On the day that the Messenger of Allah entered 
Madinah, all things inside of it became illuminated. But on 
the day that he died, all things in it became darkened. And no 
sooner did we leave the Prophet (^) and bury him than we 
reproached our hearts (i.e., they did not find their hearts to be 
upon the same degree of purity as before the Prophet's death, 
when revelation was still being revealed to him, and when he 
was still teaching them). 8 

"On the day that the Messenger of Allah entered Madinah, 
all things inside of it became illuminated": Everything was 
gleaming because of the Messenger of Allah's presence and 
arrival; happiness filled the hearts of the young and old , males and 
females. But on the day he (#|) died, all things became darkened. 
The landscape and scenery around them changed: they found 



! Ibn Majah, in Sahih Ibn Majah (1322). 
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no taste in the delicious, no beauty in the beautiful. Their souls 
became constricted. 

As soon as they parted from the Prophet (SI) and finished 
burying him, they reproached their hearts, which became different 
from the hearts that they had known during his lifetime. So 
piercing and delicate were their emotions and feelings, they sensed 
a slight change that to others would probably have remained 
imperceptible. 
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The Crying of Umm Aiyman (»afe). 
and how She Moved Abu Bakr (4*> 
and ( Umar to Tears 

oLf UT UjjjJ ^yrj jsi jiki! r^^J - (#|) A I 

jt JJ\ L. ,-cJUi ?(i|) iil Jj^ >^ iii U ?dLSL| 

((L^» JLSL. 

Anas (<sjgb) said, 

After the Messenger of Allah (#|) died, Abu Bakr (4*>) said to 
( Umar (*fe>), "Come with us to Umm Aiyman 5 - we shall visit 
her as the Messenger of Allah -(381) used to visit her." When 
we reached her, she was crying, so they (Abu Bakr («4fe) and 
'Umar (<$&>)) said, 'What makes you cry? Is not what Allah 
has with Him better for the Messenger of Allah (Sis)?" She 
said, "I do not cry being ignorant of the fact that that which 
is with Allah is better for the Messenger of Allah OH); rather, 
I cry because revelation has ceased to come down from the 
sky." She moved the two of them so much [with her words] 
that they began to cry with her. 10 

9 She was the Prophet's nurse, and during his childhood, his servant. 

10 Muslim (2454) 
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The Messenger of Allah was Peace 
(Amanah) for his Companions (dfe) 



Lit :Jli t (jg) ;^Jl ^ t (4b) a f ^ 

Abu Musa (4b) related that the Prophet said, 

The stars are peace (amanah) 11 to the sky: when the stars 
leave (i.e., when the are scattered), what has been promised 
to the sky will come to it (i.e., it will split apart). I am peace 
{amanah) to my Companions: when I leave, what has been 
promised to my Companions will come to them (i.e., trials, 
wars, and discord). And my Companions are peace (amanah) 
for my Nation: when my Companions leave, what has been 
promised to my Nation will come to it (i.e., the appearance of 
innovations, the overcoming of desires, etc.); 

What will happen when the stars are gone? The features of life 
will change: there will occur cataclysmic, violent, and awesome 
changes. In a different sense, the same can be said about the 
parting of the Prophet (2§§) from the Companions (^): their life 
and affairs changed; strife and discord occurred among them. 



11 Peace, meaning that the stars are the reason for peace in the sky; as 
long as the stars remain, the sky will not split apart or break, nor will its 
inhabitants die. 
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And with the parting of the Companions there occurred 
much strife in our Nation, which suddenly became afflicted with 
many trials and calamities. Innovation became Sunnah in the 
minds of people and vice versa; people began to see good as evil 
and evil as good. Ignorance spread and knowledge almost became 
extinct had it not been for the small number of Allah's slaves, 
whom Allah favoured with his mercy. 

People ceased to rule by what Allah ($jg) revealed, and Islamic 
rulings were used to promote desires, ambitions, and lusts. 
Muslims became divided into many groups. 

And this reminds us of what is authentically related from Ibn 
Mas'ud (4*) - a narration that can correctly be ascribed to the 
Prophet (jg): 

L^i y.jij tj>j£Jl Lg-J ^yp_ ^ju-J lil pJJi <JlS )) 

"How will you be when you will be enveloped by a trial, 
[through which] the old will reach senility and the young will 
grow. People will take it to be a Sunnah, and if any part of it is 
left, it will be said, 'has a Sunnah been left?" They asked, "And 
when is that?" He said, "When your scholars are gone; when 
your reciters will increase in number; when your Fuqaha will 
be few in number; when the number of rulers increases; when 
the trustwrothy ones will be few; when the world is sought 
through the actions of the Hereafter; and when knowledge of 
the Religion is sought, but not for the Religion." 12 



Related by al-Darimi (1/64), with two chains, one of which is authentic, 
and the other of which is hasan (acceptable); by Hakim (4/514), and by 

— > 
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If what was promised to our Nation arrived as soon as the 
Companions were gone, then imagine the effect of the Prophet's 
death! 



others, as has been related by our Shaykh, Al-Albani (may Allah have 
mercy on him) in Qiyam Ramadan. 
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Refuting those who Say that the 
Death of the Prophet (JS) Was not a 

Calamity 

Those who make this claim say, "This is Allah's Noble Book 
and this is the pure Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah OH), so what 
is there to fear regarding the death of the Messenger of Allah (^)?" 

The Prophet (#|) answered them in the following hadith. 
*Jti : JUi <ki (M) /i)) : Jli (*) ^ j>. * J O* 

!U*USl ^ jj J] U jbf i'^jj cUfrbf Aj'Jjj 

Zayd ibn Lubayd (-sjfe) related, 

The Prophet (^) mentioned something and then said, "That 
is when knowledge departs." I said, 'O Messenger of Allah! 
How will knowledge depart when we recite the Quran, teach 
its recitation to our children - with each generation teaching 
their children until the Day of Resurrection?* 
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He (3H) said, "Ziyad, may your mother lose you! I had seen 
you as the one most possessed of understanding in Madinah. 
Do not the Jews and Christians recite the Torah and the 
Bible? Yet they apply nothing that is in them!" ]3 

Before us we have Allah's Book and the Prophet's Sunnah, but 
where is the practical application of the two? And who conveys 
their messages to others? But before action and propagation, 
where is the authentic knowledge? Therefore, there is no place for 
a claim such as the one being discussed here, nor is it anywhere 
near the truth. 

The entire Muslim Nation was pleased with Muhammad (5^) 
as their Messenger, Prophet, leader, ruler, and educator. Whom 
does the Muslim Nation agree upon today? Would that we truly 
understood how the world was during his time and how it has 
become now. Muslims enjoyed honour, superiority, and status, 
and here we find ourselves now — in the depths of darkness, 
hoping for mercy from the 'greater' nations of today, fearing lest 
they destroy and subjugate us. 

In the newspapers, we read about what we are afflicted with 
— death, subjugation, tyranny, and plots that are weaved in order to 
destroy us. Among our own ranks, we are afflicted by partisanship 
and division, each group being satisfied and pleased with what it 
has. In the name of Islam - Islam, scholars, and callers to Islam are 
attacked; and in the name of the Prophet's family, people curse the 
Prophet's family. Few are the seekers of Paradise, many the seekers 
of the Hellfire. 

People have fabricated lies upon the Messenger of Allah (#1), 
and it has become difficult for the masses to distinguish between 
the authentic and the weak; it has become easy for every man 



13 Related by Al-Tirmidhi, Ahmad, Ibn Majah in Safiih Ibn Majah (3272), 
and others. 
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of desire to fabricate ahadith* Innovations are revered as if they 
represent the foundations and pillars of Islam. The man of the 
Sunnah is considered to be an innovator, and the innovator is 
considered to be a man of the Sunnah! 

There is a vast wilderness that separates us from the truth. If 
one gives a speech, saying, "The Messenger of Allah said," we 
would have to search out for its authenticity, not knowing, will we 
meet one whom Allah ($|) has blessed with the true and precise 
criteria with which he is able to distinguish the authentic from the 
weak. 

And if the hadith that is quoted ends up being authentic 

- unfortunately^ it is very often weak - we must acquaint ourselves 
with the true meanings of the hadith and the rulings that it 
imparts. We must plunge into the depths of the principles of Fiqh, 
perhaps that we may come onto the shores of safety with results 

— with a further necessity of plunging into the depths of the Arabic 
language, its rules, idioms, and nuances. 

After all of that, even if we finally arrive at safety, we forget to 
apply that which we have learnt, and we sit idle, not conveying 
to others the message - except for those whom Allah has shown 
mercy to, and few they are indeed. 

Are not all of the above-mentioned calamities and difficulties 
from the results of the Prophet's death? Are they not also from 
the results of the death of his Companions G$^)? Are they not also 
from the results of not applying Allah's Book and His Messenger s 
Sunnah? 



28 



After the Death of the Prophet 



Eyes have shed their tears and hearts have quaked, but 
what does one do? The answer is to apply Allah's Book and the 
Messenger of Allah's Sunnah, for the Messenger of Allah (#|) has 
informed us that the Jews and Christians strayed because they did 
not apply the Torah and the Bible. 

Therefore we must work, scrutinising texts, taking those 
narrations that are acceptable, and leaving those that are not. This 
affair is Religion and Law, so let us see whom it is we take our 
Religion from. 14 We must learn, but more to the point, learn from 
scholars. 

Let us contemplate the advice of TJmar ibn Abdul- Aziz (May 
Allah have mercy on him), as he was writing to Abu Bakr ibn 
Hazm, 

oi^ J[) tAjSM ( #,) iii Jj-j ^ JIT U Jail)) 

"Gather the hadith of the Messenger of Allah and write 
it down, for I fear the disappearance of knowledge and the 
passing away of scholars. And accept only the hadith of the 
Prophet (Jjji). Spread knowledge and sit to teach until he 



14 This is a saying of Muhammad ibn Sirin — may Allah have mercy on him. 



29 



is taught who does not know, for indeed, knowledge is not 
destroyed until it becomes a secret." 15 

In a sense, through gatherings of knowledge, we accompany 
the Prophet (^). An Arab poet said, 

The people of hadith are the people of the Messenger 

of Allah $g) 

If they do not accompany him in person, they 
accompany his breaths and utterances. 



So let us accompany the Messenger of Allah (3§§) in his prayer, 
in his fast, in his Zafyat, in his Hajj, in his behaviour, and in his 
Jihad. And let us accept only the hadith of the Prophet (0,). 16 
His hadith is a cure and a light; in it there is safety, success, and 
happiness. 



15 Al-Bukhari: The Book of Knowledge; Chapter: How Knowledge is 
Removed, mu alLaq, but with words that evince sureness. Al-Hafiz related 
that Abu Nuaym included it connected in Afyhbar A$bahan. 

16 This does not suggest that one should not benefit from the sayings and 
interpretations and rulings of the scholars, for indeed, misguidance lies 
in forsaking their books and understanding, just as misguidance lies in 
blindly and intransigently following their sayings, or giving preference to 
them over the hadith of the Prophet (M)> 
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Contemplate his Final Advice 



All excellent people with their passing leave behind important 
advice; has the Messenger of Allah left for us some final advice ? 
Yes, he has left for us words that constitute a most comprehensive 
set of advices and admonitions. 

Up Jil 4SUiJf ( M J j^j J^)) : Jli l-j$£J ^ olTj 

1 g O-Ur j j t\jvP^\ OJjS A]aP ^« L]ipj$ 

j-* ijip ^ oJla 015" J j-^j L : J^- j Jiii ^ 
aJIj cLl> tjLjp jlj tAplkJlj .^-yJb p^JLp j tail 1 jiJl Jlii 

'Abdur-Rahman ibn 'Amr Al-Salami related that 'Irbad ibn 
Sariyah (4fe) - who was known for his gentle nature and frequent 
crying - said, 

The Messenger of Allah (S§H) prayed in the early morning and 
then faced us. He delivered to us an eloquent and profound 
sermon, one that caused eyes to shed tears and hearts to 
quake. A man said, 'O Messenger of Allah! It is as if this is a 
farewell sermon!' He said, Tear Allah, and upon you is 
to listen and obey (i.e. to those in authority), even if he (i.e., 
the one in authority) is an Ethiopian slave. Whoever from 
you lives after me will see much conflict; then upon you is 
my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly-guided Khalifahs 
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after me: bite on it (i.e. my Sunnah...) with your molars. 
And beware and stay away from innovated matters, for every 
innovation is misguidance. 17 

We must contemplate this sermon; we must live with it and 
have it live with us; and we must remember it in all of the affairs of 
our lives - in times of ease, pain, happiness, and tragedy; in times 
of peace and trial; in times of harmony and discord, for indeed, 
it is a sermon that contains in it the ingredients of happiness, the 
secrets of safety and success. 



Related by Abu Dawud in Safiih Abi Dawud (3851), by Al-Tirmidhi in 
Sahih Sunan Al-Tirmidhi (2157), and by Ibn Majah in Sahih Sunan Ibn 
Majah (40) 
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